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Opening Acclamation

Welcome to Worship!  We are glad you are with us and hope you will find renewed life, health and strength in God.
Bold text after People or All is said by everyone.

The Congregation Gathers

Presider           Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People             Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
Presider              Let us pray.

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with 
joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and 
immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week as we remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 
when people laid palms on the ground and cried “Hosanna” in recognition of Jesus as the Messiah.  Join 
us at home by bringing in a branch from your garden – or wave a picture of a branch that you might have 
drawn or colored – when we come to the “blessings of the branches” part of the service.

Please join in singing.

Opening Hymn All Glory, Laud, and Honor 154 v. 1,2,3

Prelude
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The Liturgy of the Word

Deacon Please join in saying together Psalm 118
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29   

Give thanks to the Lord, who is good,
  Whose mercy endures for ever.
Let Israel now proclaim,
 “The mercy of the Lord endures for ever.”
Open for me the gates of righteousness;
 I will enter them;
 I will offer thanks to the Lord.
“This is the gate of the Lord;
 those who are righteous may enter.”
I will give thanks to you, for your answered me
 and have become my salvation.
The same stone which the builders rejected
 has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing,
 and it is marvelous in our eyes.
On this day the Lord has acted;
 we will rejoice and be glad in it.
Hosannah, Lord, hosannah!
 Lord, send us now success.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord;
 we bless you from the house of the Lord.
God is the Lord, who has shined upon us;
 for a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar.
“You are my God, and I will thank you;
 you are my God, and I will exalt you.
Give thanks to the Lord, who is good,
 whose mercy endures for ever. 

Sequence Hymn My Song is Love Unknown 458 v. 1
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The Blessing of the Branches

Deacon
Glory to you, Lord Christ.People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.

The Gospel                                                                                                  Mark 11:1-11

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Deacon
People

When Jesus and his disciples were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near 
the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village 
ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never 
been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just 
say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” They went away and 
found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the 
bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus 
had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 
their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and 
those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name 
of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest 
heaven!” Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked 
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

Presider  In memory of Jesus’ procession into Jerusalem, I invite you now to raise your palms, your 
other branches or your drawings as we bless them.

   The people raise their palms and other branches as the Presider blesses them with these words. 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. It is right 

to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, 
and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of 
palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who 
bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads 
to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 
Amen.

The Homily The Rev. Melanie S. Donahoe

Creed/Affirmation from Daily Prayer for All Seasons
We believe in God, the creator of all life and beauty,
who blesses our journey.
We believe in Jesus Christ,
who lived as a friend and savior to all he met
as he traveled,
and who ate and laughed, wept and celebrated
with them in love.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
who rides on the gentle breeze, who strengthens our bindings, and who 
offers hope eternal.
We believe in the church,
which stands open to all travelers,
and bears witness to the everlasting love of God.

We received permission from the Bishop’s office to use this Creed. It comes from a collection of prayers 
developed in our Diocese – some authored by The Rev. Julie Wakelee-Lynch who used to serve at Epiphany.

All 
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Please hold these individuals in your heart and prayers:
Kirsten, Judy B., Linda, Frank, June, Donna, Vanessa, Curt and Cindy, Marcial, Rebecca, Annie, Peggy, Ron, Claudette, 
Erma, Nancy G., Riley, Karen, Steve, Stephen, Ashley, Caroline, Barbara T.,  Dave, Dwight, Susie, Marisol, Virginia, 
Lisa, Tina, Jon, Jeff, Tom, Christine, Sarah, Ericka, Pat A., Pat H., Daphne, David, Douglas, Jan, John, Jack, Marilyn, 
Maria, Chris, Steven, Barbara, Pat P., Heather O., Meredith, Carey, Ruth, Nancy, Claudette, Baby Cruz, Baby Aiko, 
Karen, Michael, Linda, Leslye, Mike, Greg, Jenny, Star, Olivia, Nanci, Leose, Jim, and for the Sankar family’s recent loss 
of Philip’s father, D.P.  We also ask for your prayers for children, teachers and 1st responders. 

Deacon:  Christ, we pray that you would hear our prayers, and graft in our minds the same mind that 
is in you, that we might be vessels of your humility and grace.

Leader:   Lord Jesus, you emptied yourself, trading in the form of God for the form of a slave; we pray 
for the Church, and all her people and ministers. Form us into a Church that empties itself 
for others, and for you. Lord in your mercy, 

Response:  Hear our prayer.

Leader:  Lord Jesus, you were born in human likeness, and found in human form; we pray for 
the whole human family, for the nations of the earth, and for all who live in the midst of 
disaster, famine, or terror. Lord in your mercy, 

Response:  Hear our prayer.

Leader:  Lord Jesus, even after humbling yourself in your incarnation, you humbled yourself even to 
the point of death; we pray for our nation, our leaders, and all the people who live within 
these borders. Bless us with your humility. Lord in your mercy, 

Response:  Hear our prayer.

Leader:  Lord Jesus your humility and your love for us was so broad and deep, it cost you your life.
We pray for those who we love who have died, and as you were highly exalted, may they 
rest with you in glory. Lord in your mercy, 

Response:  Hear our prayer.

Leader:  In your exaltation, O Lord, you were given the name that is above every name; we pray in 
your name for those who are poor, those who are hungry, and those who are hurting in any 
way. Give them your grace. Lord in your mercy,

Response:  Hear our prayer.

Leader:  We pray, in your name O Lord, for all victims of gun violence, especially for our Asian 
American sisters and brothers and for those affected by the shootings in Colorado. We 
also pray for those who are sick, especially those on our prayer list; give them the gift of 
healing, strength, and life. Lord in your mercy, 

Response:  Hear our prayer.

Deacon:  You humbled yourself in the manger, and you humbled yourself on the cross; and to you O 
Lord we bend our knee with those above and those below, to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession for Palm Sunday
(Inspired by Philippians 2: 5-11--Rick Morley)
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Presider       Remembering that God’s peace knows no boundaries, may the peace of the Lord be always with 
you.

People         And also with you.

The Peace

Announcements, Birthday and Anniversary Blessings
Birthdays: Katie H., Wes W., Elanor K., Aili T.

Anniversary(ies): Betsy A. and Chris W.

Chancel Ensemble

Offertory
All Praise to Thee--Thomas Tallis 

The Confession

Deacon       Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All                God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in 
our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world 
you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and 
the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior 
Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love  and serve only your will. Amen.

Presider       Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.

The Absolution

The Liturgy of the Table
We are using Eucharistic Prayer 1 from Enriching Our Worship, an enrichment of our 

liturgical prayer offered by the Standing Liturgical Commission of the Church.

Presider           The Lord be with you. 
People            And also with you. 
Presider          Lift up your hearts. 
People            We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider          Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People            It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Presider                      It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and 

fountain of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your 
constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through 
your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. Therefore we praise you, joining 
our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed are they who come in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

Presider
and
People
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Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in 
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care 
that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. 
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your 
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abandoned one another, 
and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of 
salvation for all people. 
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from 
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of 
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in 
Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving 
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom 
and life. 

Presider

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: 
“Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you 
and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Presider

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Presider
and
People

Remembering his life, death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation 
this bread and this wine. 
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant 
that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in 
the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all 
your saints, especially Gary, Clayton, and those past, present, and yet to come, we may 
praise your Name for ever. 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

Presider

Remembering his life, death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation 
this bread and this wine. 
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant 
that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in 
the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all 
your saints, especially Gary and Clayton, and those past, present, and yet to come, we may 
praise your Name for ever. 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Presider

Presider
and
People

The Great 
Amen.
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The Fraction 
A period of silence is kept as the Presider breaks the consecrated bread.

Presider The gifts of God for the people of God. All are welcome at God’s Table.
Today we are consecrating bread and wine for us all to share on Easter Sunday. We hope 
you will come to church today, after this service, to pick up Holy Communion and palms. 
Let us know if you prefer gluten free Communion and please let us know if you need 
Communion brought to your home.  It will be a true blessing to see you.

Post Communion Prayer

Presider Let us pray.

People God of abundance, you feed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you unite 
us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in 
heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of 
Christ our Savior. Amen.  

Blessing
The Presider blesses the people.

People Amen.

Ending Hymn   When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 474 v. 1,4

The Deacon, when present, dismisses the People.

People Thanks be to God.

Dismissal

We prayerfully entreat you to join in the prayers of the Church during this Holy Week.
You are invited to virtually worship with us again on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 

Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday.


